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SPECIAL INFORMATION REPORT 

San Fernando Valley State College 

Valley State. founded in 1948 as one of the 18 schools in the 
California state college system, became newsworthy nationally in 
November 1968. The incident began when a delegation of black stu-

. de"ta demanded the remov~ of the white fre1hman football co~ch on 

• 

the srounds that he .waa prejudic,d. When the athletic director rdueed, 
the campus of some 15, 000. locat;e·d in the upper middle-class com- • . 
munity of Northridge, a Loa An&~les suburb, was thrown into turmoil 
wben the angry blacks marched to the administration ~uildins and 
occupied significant parts of it. Membere. of the faculty and adminis
trative employees were detained against their will and the then acting 
president, · Dr. Paul .Blu~gren, was forced to sign a ttatement agreeing 
to a liat'csf etucient demands. Blumgren later repudiated the statement 

. ' . 
stalin& that it 'b~d ·beeR signed under threat of violence. 

Several hundred arr'ests followed and the ringleaders were 
brouiht to trial and convicted in the fall of 1969. · Most of those involved 
were convicted on· felony charges and teveral were sentenced to terms 
in prison I)( bom 1 to ZS years. The others were given lesser sen
tence•. · The trial was considered highly signiCicant. in legal circles in 
Loa Angeles because the students had been tried and convicted on felony 
charges for campus .!femopatratlona. Leaal observers believed that the· : 
Valley State trial could sls~Uy a growing crackdown against youthful 
dissenters in California • 

At the moment; the campus ia quiet,and intellisence sources in 
Los Angelea believe it will remaill eo this year . The reasons they 
believe this, however, and the obvious political climate at Valley State 

::: are ominous and discouragillg. Curref\t information indicates a tense 
and highly politicized campus. The current student government which 
was elected by a pOlitical coalition of white rad.ical, black and Mexican
Americaa organizations counts 17 "new left" and "movement" activists 
among the total of 19 members. The student sove..-nmeitt at Valley State 
(as. on most 4merican campuses) controls the fundins for all student 
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organizations, an.f. according to a· reliable source it ia ' becomina 
increasinaly e.vldent that those. organizations not sldlna with the new ' 
left are losina their fundiftg aftd their charter. 

The campus il quiet compared to latt year because the student· 
aovernment reportedly has the administrative and academic operations 
of the sehoul aerloualy intimidated. They have the leaal·meane to harass 
the adminittratlon at will to accompll•h their objectives, .heftce, . no need. 
for violeftt confrofttation. A member of the "movement" was recently 
heard to expre81 the thought that this year radical objectives can be 
galoed nonviolently. · 

Those group• active at Valley State are the ~eoplee' Revolution 
Group (Lhe campus political party that controle the student aovernment), 
the Black Student Union, S~dent~ for a Democratic Society (now onli a 
few members}, the StUdent Revol&tlonary Anarchist Family, International 
.Workers of the World, the Social Action Corps, MECHA (a Mexican
American group), the Progressive Labor Party and the Che-Lamumba 
Club (more information- about C-L Club below). There is little co.hesioli 
among them, however;. and, •• is the case nationally, they are all vying 
!or radict.l leadership . .. Los Angeles intelligence o(licials !latly state 
that V41ley State . ~olle.ae is the most radical collese in Southe~n California 
in terms o! membership numbers and the ability of the old and new left to 
control student activities. ·: 

Racially, the situation is quiet but tense. Minority .students are 
reportedly still fuming over what they (and t~e American Civil Liberties 
Union) regarded as harsh punishment handed out by Judae Brandler to 

l 

Negro student• for the November 1968 incident. The two .whites involved 
were convi~ted on misdemeanor charges only. {Ail 20 who were sen- . 
tenc:ed, . incidentally/ exhausted all appeals and all served •bout 6 months:· 
They have now been released and reportedly several have returned to 
school at Valley State.) The BSUat Valley State.ie reaarded by intel
ligence sources In Lot Angeles as the strongest in the United States . At 
present, the BSU is reportedly anary over 24 recent indictments o! . . 
their people handed down by the Loa Angeles t'ounty district attorney in 

· .. connection with campus disturbances last year . 
v . 

The student newspaper, ·the Sundial, is oriented to the left and 
under the !unding control o! the student government. Token faculty 
guidance a_nd virtually n«? censorship characterize Sundial operations • 
Financial support comes from the aeneral !tand (student fees paid at tim: 
of registration). · 
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ln addition t~ the normal couraea oUered, aeveral boarderllne . 

radical tubjecta are olfidally taught at Valley State. Two •uch couraea 
are Social Change and Problema ol Cultural Change. Additionally, . 
thera la an "experimental college" on campue (uelng college !acUities 
but not college funda) that ia operated by white and· black radicals and 
Chicanos oltering, for no credit, the usual oUbcat aubjocta auch as 
Hypnosis, Yoga, Astrology, Occult S.ciencet, etc • . Finally, offered off 
campu1 by the CJM~Lamwnba Club, are auch aubjecta as Revolution and 
Kidnappins and Hljackina • . Reportedly, the • ·• yet unidentified instructor 
o£ Kidnapping and Hljacldns Ia Cuban and believed to be . a Cub•n agent. 
The club has. been infiltrated by police intelligence ofllcera who also plan 
to enroll in Kidnappins and Hljacldna. 

··Tbe State of Calif~·rilia h.,• decided to red\lco draatically th(•ize 
of Valley State over tbe neat sewral year• . The purpose for the reduc
tion is unclear but ia believed ostensibly to be alleviation of overcrowding 
and promotion of the imase of a community college.' _The reduction o£ 
admi .. ions has abo caused ierioua problema Cor the achool. A year aao, 
the adminittr&tion agreed to accept 700 minority students each year to . 
balance the overall ~nrolJment ethnically •. Now that admitaiona are down . 
SO pei, c~t. ttie blacka'and Chicanos are not willins to austain a SO per ' 
cent c!ut in mblo.rity admias ion a. 

Witb all of .its problemt •. Valley State still educate• many moder
ates and conaervatives. Radicals there p'robably number between 5 and 
10 per cent (very hiah, moat observers believe 2 per cent is about the 
standard on American campuses). Just a few day• aao. Jease M. Unruh, 
a prominent Calltornia politician and preaent Den1ocratic candidate for 
governor, save rouah treatment to a student.heckler to the applause oC • 
most ol the 2. 000 studenq in attendance. • · . . . 

In aummary, San Fernando Valley State Collese ~· politically 
troubled·ancl tacially tenae. The odda are that the school will get 
throuah· the year wlthout bombinas and without violence, but no one wUl 
be surprised if it does not make it. 
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